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Events
News Release
International Lecturer, Inventor, and Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) Expert Edward
Anderson, Ph.D., to Speak at U of M Crookston on , April 29, 2010; Presentation Begins
at 12
The University of Minnesota, Crookston welcomes international lecturer and expert in personal rapid transit (PRT) Edward 
Anderson, Ph.D., as a guest  on Thursday, April 29, 2010. Anderson will speak during the regular Thursday Commons session
beginning at 12:15 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. The public is invited to attend Anderson's lecture entitled, "The
Role of Science, Technology, and Perception in the New Age of Resource Scarcity," and there is no admission charge.
Anderson is recognized the world over as a strong proponent of PRT systems. For the past 40 years, he has dedicated himself to
the field by designing, presenting, and writing about PRT. His numerous contributions to PRT technology include chairing both
national and international conferences. This international lecturer and expert has testified before the Minnesota legislature and the
U.S. Congress. The author of three books and more than 100 engineering papers, Anderson serves as the editor of "Personal Rapid
Transit" and holds 10 patents.
From 1963-86, Anderson taught at the University of Minnesota in the Department of Mechanical Engineering, and from 1986-92,
taught aerospace and mechanical engineering at Boston University. Over the years, Anderson has been recognized for his
achievements and most recently was named a 2010 recipient of the Charles W. Britzius Distinguished Engineer Award. This
recognition is the highest honor given by the Minnesota Federation of Engineering Science and Technology Societies. His
educational background includes a doctorate in aeronautics and astronautics from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a
master of science in mechanical engineering from the University of Minnesota, and a bachelor of science in mechanical
engineering from Iowa State University. 
  
"Dr. Anderson developed and taught a course dealing with society, technology, and energy over 30 years ago which was very
futuristic and was actually a holistic course in "sustainability," according to Dan Svedarsky, director of the U of M, Crookston Center
for Sustainability. "He is truly a renaissance thinker and sees the world not as it is but how it could be."
This special presentation will be a follow-up to Earth Week activities. This year marks the fortieth anniversary of Earth Day and the
Crookston campus has planned a week of events to create awareness, encourage involvement, and educate the campus and
community about the opportunity we have to take action on behalf of the planet. For more information on activities scheduled on
the Crookston campus, visit www.umcrookston.edu/today.
Today the University of Minnesota, Crookston delivers more than 25 bachelor's degree programs and 50 concentrations, including
several online degrees, in agriculture and natural resources; arts, humanities and social sciences; business; and math, science and
technology.  With an enrollment of about 1,300 undergraduates, the Crookston campus offers a supportive, close-knit atmosphere
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